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[bookmark: _Hlk170284673]“Through the deep current of the historical wesleyan church we will collaboratively serve and reach the lost in order to make disciples who love Jesus.”
_______________________________

This service will be live streamed, and in the course of that any or all persons who attend may be filmed. Remaining in the service will constitute your consent to appear in the live-streamed, recorded, and published service.


Rector and Pastor:	The Rev. John Crow 
Cantors:			Bryan Vanshur, Shannon Nichols
Readers:			
	Old Testament:	Donna Crow
	Psalm:			Donna Crow
	Epistle:			Stephen Crow 
Acolytes:			Stephen Crow, Josiah Crow, Corbin Crosswhite, and Jessica Crosswhite
Jr. Acolytes:			Asher Crow & Lizzie Crosswhite
Usher:				Asher Crow			
				______________________________________________

ACTS OF ENTRANCE

Prélude:		
			(The people enter and remain in prayer and meditation, and the candles are lit in silence.)
Minister:	In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord; make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
People:		The glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together.
Collect for the First Sunday of Advent (the people sitting):
Minister:	Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
All:			Amen.
The “O” Antiphons (the people sitting):
Minister:	O Wisdom, who came forth from the mouth of the Most High, reaching from eternity to eternity and ordering all things mightily and sweetly:
People:		Come, and teach us the way of prudence.
Minister:	O Adonai and Leader of the house of Israel, who appeared to Moses in the flames of the burning bush and gave him the law on Sinai:
People:		Come, and with your outstretched arm redeem us.
Minister:	O Root of Jesse, who stands for a sign of the people, before whom kings shall keep silence and to whom all nations shall make their supplication:
People:		Come, deliver us, and tarry not.
Minister:	O Key of David and Scepter of the house of Israel, who opens and no one shuts, who shuts and no one opens:
People:		Come and bring forth from prison the captives who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death.
Minister:	O Dayspring, Brightness of the Light eternal and Son of Justice:
People:		Come, and enlighten them that sit in darkness and in the shadow of death.
Minister:	O King of the nations and their Desired One, Cornerstone that makes all people one:
People:		Come, and deliver us whom you formed out of the dust of the earth.
Minister:	O Emmanuel, our Ruler and Lawgiver, the Expected of the nations and their Savior:
People:		Come to save us, O Lord our God.
Advent canticle (cantor only):
			“Savior of the nations, come; Virgin’s Son, here make Thy Home! Marvel now, O heav’n and earth, That the Lord chose such a birth.
			Not by human flesh and blood; By the Spirit of our God Was the Word of God made flesh, Woman’s offspring, pure and fresh.”  (Savior of the Nations, Come, vv. 1-2; Ambrose of Milan)
Processional Hymn (all standing):
			Sleepers, Wake!							                   (No. 34)
Minister:	Blessed be God:  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People:		And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever.
Lord’s Prayer:
Minister:	Let us pray.
(All standing):	Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name.  Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen.

The Collect for Purity:
Minister:	Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid; cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love You, and worthily magnify your holy Name, through Christ our Lord.  
All:			Amen.
Minister:	Holy God, Holy and Mighty, Holy Immortal One,
People:		Have mercy upon us.

SERVICE OF THE WORD

Mutual Invocation of the Grace of God for the Service of the Word:
Minister:	The Lord be with you.
People:		And also with you.   (The people then be seated.)

The Ten Commandments (the people sitting):
Minister:	God spoke these words, and said, I am the Lord your God:  
			You shall have no other gods but me.
			You shall not make to yourself any graven image, to bow down 
			to them, or worship them. 
			You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain.
			Remember that you keep holy the Sabbath day.  
			Honor your father and your mother.
			You shall not murder.
			You shall not commit adultery.
			You shall not steal.
			You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.
			You shall not covet.
The Great Commandments:
Minister:	Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ says.  You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.  This is the first and great commandment.  And the second is like unto it:  You shall love your neighbor as yourself.  On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets.
The Prayer of Confession:
			(The minister kneels, and the people kneel or sit.)
Minister:	Let us confess our sins to God:
All:			Almighty and merciful Father, we have erred and strayed from your ways like lost sheep.  We have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts.  We have offended against your holy laws by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved You with our whole heart, nor our neighbors as ourselves.  Have mercy upon us, O Lord; spare those who are penitent according to your promises in Christ Jesus our Lord; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy Name.  Amen.




The Agnus Dei (the people kneeling or sitting):



Prayer for Absolution
Minister:	Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life.
All:			Amen.  (The people then be seated.)	
[bookmark: _Hlk152239023]Old Testament Lesson (the people sitting):
[bookmark: _Hlk183597272]Reader:		The Old Testament reading is written in the thirty-third chapter of the book of the prophet Jeremiah, beginning at verse 14:
14 “Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 
15 In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David, and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 
16 In those days Judah will be saved, and Jerusalem will dwell securely. And this is the name by which it will be called: ‘The LORD is our righteousness.’  (ESV)
Reader:		The Word of the Lord.
People:		Thanks be to God.

The Psalm: 	(The people sit for the responsive reading, by half-verse, of a portion of Psalm 25, a prayer for God’s restoration.)	
[bookmark: _Hlk152239044][bookmark: _Hlk183597294]Reader:		The Psalm is chapter 25, beginning at verse 1.
[bookmark: _Hlk118806478]Reader:		1	To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul; my God, I put my trust in you;
People:			let me not be humiliated, nor let my enemies triumph over me.
Reader:		2	Let none who look to you be put to shame;
People:			let the treacherous be disappointed in their schemes.
Reader:		3	Show me your ways, O Lord,
People:			and teach me your paths.
Reader:		4	Lead me in your truth and teach me,
People:			for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long.
Reader:		5	Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love,
People:			for they are from everlasting.
Reader:		6	Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions;
People:			remember me according to your love and for the sake of your goodness, O Lord.
Reader:		7	Gracious and upright is the Lord;
People:			therefore he teaches sinners in his way.
Reader:		8	He guides the humble in doing right
People:			and teaches his way to the lowly.
Reader:		9	All the paths of the Lord are love and faithfulness
People:			to those who keep his covenant and testimonies.  (BCP)
Gloria Patri:
Reader:		Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.
All:			As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.				

The Epistle (the people sitting):
[bookmark: _Hlk152239067]Reader:		The Epistle lesson is written in the third chapter of the first letter to the church in Thessalonica, beginning at verse 9:
9 For what thanksgiving can we return to God for you, for all the joy that we feel for your sake before our God, 
10 as we pray most earnestly night and day that we may see you face to face and supply what is lacking in your faith? 
11 Now may our God and Father himself, and our Lord Jesus, direct our way to you, 
12 and may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, as we do for you, 
13 so that he may establish your hearts blameless in holiness before our God and Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.  (ESV)
Reader:		Here ends the Epistle.
People:		Thanks be to God.
Sequence Hymn (all standing):
[bookmark: _Hlk151454496]			Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending, vv. 1-2                 (No. 12)
The Gospel (all standing, and turning toward the Gospel reading):
[bookmark: _Hlk152239090]Minister:	The holy Gospel is written in the twenty-first chapter of the Gospel according to Luke, beginning at verse 25:
Minister:
25	“And there will be signs in sun and moon and stars, and on the earth distress of nations in perplexity because of the roaring of the sea and the waves, 
26 	people fainting with fear and with foreboding of what is coming on the world. For the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 
27 	And then they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. 
28 	Now when these things begin to take place, straighten up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.” 
29 	And he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree, and all the trees. 
30 	As soon as they come out in leaf, you see for yourselves and know that the summer is already near. 
31 	So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. 
32 	Truly, I say to you, this generation will not pass away until all has taken place. 
33 	Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 
34 	“But watch yourselves lest your hearts be weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and cares of this life, and that day come upon you suddenly like a trap. 
35 	For it will come upon all who dwell on the face of the whole earth. 
36 	But stay awake at all times, praying that you may have strength to escape all these things that are going to take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.”  (ESV)
Minister:	The Gospel of the Lord.
People:		Praise to You, Lord Christ.  
Sequence Hymn (all standing):
			Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending, vv. 3-4                 (No. 12)
		[Elementary age children may exit for Children’s Worship in the Parish Hall.  
			They may return to the service at the Passing of the Peace.]
Minister:	Grace be unto you, and peace, from our Lord Jesus Christ.
All:			Amen. (The people then be seated.)
The Sermon
Minister:	In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  	
Silence, for review of the sermon, and for meditative prayer
SERVICE OF THE TABLE:  THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Nicene Creed (all standing):
Minister:	Let us confess our faith, saying:
All:			We believe in one God, 
			the Father, the Almighty, 	
			maker of heaven and earth,
			of all that is, seen and unseen.
			We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
			the only Son of God,
			eternally begotten of the Father,
			God from God, Light from Light,
			true God from true God,
			begotten, not made,
			of one Being with the Father.
			Through him all things were made.
			For us and for our salvation 
			he came down from heaven:
			by the power of the Holy Spirit
			he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
			and was made man.
			For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
			he suffered death and was buried.
			On the third day he rose again
			in accordance with the Scriptures;
			he ascended into heaven
			and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
			He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
			and his kingdom will have no end.
			We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
			who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
			With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
			He has spoken through the Prophets.
			We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
			We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
			We look for the resurrection of the dead,
			and the life of the world to come.  Amen.

The Prayers of the People (the people kneeling or sitting):
Minister:	Let us pray for the Church and the world.  For the unity of the Church throughout the world, that we might faithfully preach the Gospel to the ends of the earth, let us pray to the Lord:  
People:		Lord, hear our prayer.
Minister:	For the persecuted church, and for its persecutors, that You would turn their hearts, let us pray to the Lord:
People:		Lord, hear our prayer.
Minister:	For our President and all who govern and hold authority in our nation and in the world, let us pray to the Lord:
People:		Lord, hear our prayer.
Minister:	For the good earth which You have given us, and for the wisdom and will to conserve it, let us pray to the Lord:
People:		Lord, hear our prayer.
Minister:	For all ministers of your Gospel, that they might faithfully preach your Word, administer your sacraments, and care for your people, let us pray to the Lord:  
People:		Lord, hear our prayer.
Minister:	For the peace of the world, that a spirit of respect and forbearance may grow among all nations and peoples, let us pray to the Lord:  
People:		Lord, hear our prayer.
Minister:	For all those who do not yet believe, and for those who have lost their faith, that in due time we may all stand reconciled before You, let us pray to the Lord:
People:		Lord, hear our prayer.
Minister:	For the poor and the oppressed, prisoners and captives, the unemployed, and all who are in need or trouble, let us pray to the Lord:
People:		Lord, hear our prayer.
Minister:	For our enemies and all who wish us harm, and for all whom we have injured or offended, let us pray to the Lord:
People:		Lord, hear our prayer.
Minister:	For this congregation, that we might show forth your glory in all that we do; and for those who have commended themselves to our prayers, including these:  _____________:
					[Nation: 			Austria
					Denomination:	International Foursquare Gospel Church
					Congregation: 	Summit Church, Estes Park, CO and the Rev. Tim Smith
					Ministry: 		World Vision
					Parishioners:		Those living on Chestnut Drive].
			Grant that all of these may be delivered from anxiety, and live in joy, peace, and health.
			(Please add your own intentions, either silently or aloud.)
Minister:	Let us pray to the Lord:
People:		Lord, hear our prayer.
Minister:	We bless your holy Name for the thanksgivings of your people, including these:  ____________; for those in every generation in whom Christ has been honored; give us grace to follow their good examples, that with them we may be partakers of your heavenly kingdom.
			(Please add your intentions, either silently or aloud.)
Minister:	Let us pray to the Lord:
People:		Lord, hear our prayer.

Collect: 
Minister:	Grant us, Lord, not to be anxious about earthly things, but to love things heavenly; and even now, while we are placed among things that are passing away, to hold fast to those that shall endure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
All:			Amen.  (The people then be seated.)
The Passing of the Peace:
Minister:	The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People:		And also with you.
Minister:	As the peace of Christ has been extended to you, extend the peace of the Lord to one another, and greet one another in the name of the Lord.  (The people rise and remain standing.)
			(The people greet one another, saying, “The peace of the Lord be with you,” or, “Peace be with you,” or simply, “Peace.”  They respond to one another, “And also with you,” or simply, “Peace”.)
Minister:	(The people sitting)  Let us with gladness present the offerings and oblations of our life and labor to the Lord.  
Offertory:			
Offering Hymn (all standing):  	
			From All That Dwell Below the Skies				(No. 484)
Minister:	All things come from You, O Lord.
People:		And of your own have we given You.
Preparation for Holy Communion (the people sitting):
Minister:	The Lord’s Supper was ordained by God to be a means of conveying grace according to the need of each person.  Those for whom it was ordained are all those who know and feel that they want the grace of God, to restrain them from sin, or to forgive their sins, or to assure them of pardon, or to renew their souls in the image of God, or to enter into the holy presence of God in communion with him.  No preparation is indispensably necessary, other than a desire to receive the grace God pleases to give.  No fitness or church membership is required at the time of communicating, other than a sense of our state, of our utter sinfulness and helplessness apart from Christ.  Therefore, if you want such grace as God pleases to give to you, draw near with faith.  
Hymn of Entry Into the Heavenly Worship (all standing):
			Come, Sinners, to the Gospel Feast		                           (No. 291)

Preparation for the Table:
(Minister:	I wash my hands in innocence, and go about your altar, O LORD, proclaiming aloud your praise and telling of all your wonderful deeds.)  [Psalm 26:6-7, NIV]
Entry into the Heavenly Worship (Sursum Corda) (all standing):
Minister:	The Lord be with you.		
People:		 And also with you.
Minister:	Lift up your hearts.
People:		We lift them up unto the Lord.
Minister:	Let us give thanks unto the Lord our God.
People:		It is meet and right so to do.
The Salutation:
Minister:	It is very meet, right, and our gladsome duty, that we should at all times, and in all places, give thanks unto you, O Lord, Holy Father, Almighty, Everlasting God,
The Preface:
Minister:	Because You sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power and great triumph to judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing.
Minister:	Therefore, with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify your glorious Name, evermore praising You and saying, 


















The Sanctus (all standing, singing):


The Prayer of Humble Access and for Cleansing 
			(the people kneeling or sitting):
Minister:	Let us pray together:
All:			We do not presume to come to this your table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own righteousness, but in your many and great mercies.  We are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under your table.  But You are the same Lord, whose nature is always to have mercy:  Grant us, therefore, gracious Lord, so to experience the spiritual presence of your dear Son Jesus Christ at this your table, that we may be made clean by his body and blood, and that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us.  Deliver us, gracious Lord, from the presumption of coming to this table for solace for ourselves only, and not for strength to serve You and others.  Deliver us, gracious Lord, from the presumption of coming to this table for pardon of our sins only, and not for transformation of our lives in your holiness.  Amen.
Epiclesis Prayer (Invocation of the Holy Spirit upon the Bread and Wine)	
			(the people kneeling or sitting):
Minister:	We give thanks to You, O God, for the goodness and love which You have made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son.  For in these last days You sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world.  Lord, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your Holy Spirit may descend upon us, and upon these gifts, sanctifying them and showing them to be holy gifts for your holy people, the bread of life and the cup of salvation, the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ.  Grant that all who share this bread and cup may become one body and one spirit, a living sacrifice in Christ, to the praise of your Name.  Remember, Lord, your one holy catholic and apostolic Church, redeemed by the blood of your Christ.  Reveal its unity, guard its faith, and preserve its peace; and grant that we may find our inheritance with the Blessed Virgin Mary, the patriarchs, prophets, apostles and martyrs, and with all the saints who have found favor with You in ages past.  We praise You in union with them and give You glory through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Through him, and with him, and in him, all honor and glory are yours, Almighty God and Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, for ever and ever.
All:			Amen.
The Words of Institution (the people kneeling or sitting):
Minister:	Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the  night that he was betrayed took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, Take, eat; this is my Body which is given for you:  do this in remembrance of me. 	
			Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, Drink this, all of you; for this is my blood of the New Testament, which is shed for you, and for many, for the remission of sins:  Do this, as often as you shall drink it, in remembrance of me.  
All:			Amen.
Minister:	Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith:
People:		Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.
The Fraction:
Minister:	Christ our passover is sacrificed for us.
People:		Therefore let us keep the feast.   
Fraction Anthem (the people kneeling or sitting, singing):	



Minister:	The gifts of God for the people of God.  Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving.
Communion Hymn (cantors only, the people kneeling or sitting):
			“Thou, the Father’s only Son, Hast o’er sin the victory won. Boundless shall Thy kingdom be; When shall we its glories see?
			Brightly doth Thy manger shine, Glorious is its light divine. Let not sin o’er cloud this light; Ever be our faith thus bright.”  (Savior of the Nations, Come, vv. 5-6; Ambrose of Milan)
The Communion, Open to all:	(After the minister(s) and acolyte(s) are served, the people come forward to receive, as space is available.  The people kneel if they are able, or stand.  Communion by intincture:  The people receive the Bread in their open hands, continue to hold it, then dip the Bread in the cup, and then consume.)  They return to their seats via the side aisles.
Renewal of the Mutual Invocation of God’s Grace for the Eucharist:
Minister:	The Lord be with you.
People:		And also with you.
The Prayer of Thanksgiving and Living Sacrifice:
			(The minister kneeling, the people kneeling or sitting):
Minister:	Let us pray together:
All:			O Lord and Heavenly Father, we heartily thank You because You feed us, in these holy mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; because by this You assure us of your favor and goodness toward us; because we are living members of the body of your Son and heirs of your eternal kingdom.  We ask You to accept this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, and to grant that by the merits and death of your Son Jesus Christ and through faith in him, we and all your whole Church may obtain all of the benefits of his passion.  And here we offer and present unto You, O Lord, ourselves, our souls and bodies, to be a reasonable, holy, and living sacrifice unto You; humbly asking You that we may be filled with your grace and heavenly benediction; through Jesus Christ our Lord; by whom, and with whom, in the Unity of the Holy Spirit, all honor and glory be unto You, O Father Almighty, world without end.  Amen.
The Gloria Prayer of Praise and Thanksgiving (all standing):
Minister:	Let us pray together:
All:			Glory be to God on high, and on earth peace, good-will toward all people.  We praise You, we bless You, we worship You, we glorify You, we give thanks to You for your great glory, O Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father Almighty.  For You only are the Holy One, You only are the Lord, You only, O Christ, with the Holy Spirit, are most high in the glory of God the Father.  Amen.
					
							ACTS OF DISMISSAL
Recessional Hymn (all standing): 
			The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns                     	(No. 29)
The Prayer of Benediction:
Minister:	May God our Heavenly Father give you grace, fill you with hope, and prepare you for His coming kingdom;  and may the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always.
All:			Amen.
Minister:	Go in peace, joyfully awaiting His coming.
People:		Thanks be to God.  (The people then be seated.)
Greetings and Announcements:
Postlude:	(The people sit and remain quiet until the candles are extinguished and the organ raises its voice.)
_______________________________
Based on, and freely adapted from, 
John Wesley’s Order for the Administration of the Lord’s Supper,
The 1662 and 1979 editions of The Book of Common Prayer, and
Common Worship:  Services and Prayers for the Church of England
___________________________________________

Scripture Lessons for December 8 (Advent 2) 
Malachi 3:1-4; Psalm 126; Philippians 1:3-11; Luke 3:1-6
Parish Prayer This Week and Next Sunday
Those living on Covina Circle
_______________________________________________

Advent 2024
Waiting for His Coming: Holy Anticipation
I. History of Advent
“Advent is at once a celebration of His first coming and His presence in the midst of His church, and an anticipation of His full and final coming when He will complete the work of redemption. The word Advent must therefore be taken in the fullest sense; past, present and future. The Church not only prepares to welcome Him at Christmas time or to greet Him in the hour of His final triumph; it rejoices even now in the presence of its Lord in its midst.” (New Catholic Encyclopedia)
Late 4th century texts give January 6, Epiphany, as the date for the celebration of Jesus’ birth in the east and December 25th in the west. Advent developed in the eastern church as a very penitential time, much like Lent. In the west, it was very festive and celebratory. Pope Gregory the Great (590-604) inaugurated a season of preparation for Christmas called Advent, composed prayers and responses, and preached from a series of scriptures appropriate for the season.
In the 9th century there was conflict between the solemn fasting and penitence in Spain & Gaul and the feasting and merrymaking of Italy. The north mellowed and the south became more reserved! In the 11th century, Pope Gregory VII decreed the observance of a season of Advent that was to last through the four Sundays before December 25, beginning on the Sunday nearest to the feast of St. Andrew (Nov. 30) and ending on December 24. Advent season can be as long as 4 complete weeks or as short as 3 weeks & 1 day.
Pope Gregory VII declared that Advent would consist of two themes:
1.	Waiting with joy for the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem.
2.	Preparing with reverence for the second coming of Christ at the end of time.
This fusion of joy and penitence, expectation and hope, birth and judgment set the foundation for the Advent Season as we know it today.
II. Prayers of Advent
O Antiphons
Antiphons are short, focused verses. The ‘O Antiphons’ are seven antiphons used in the daily evening prayers for December 17-23 which are recited or chanted as a response to the Magnificat, hence the name ‘antiphon’ which means a sung response.
At the latest, they were developed in the 8th century, but there are earlier references to them. Boethius (c. 480-524) referred to them so they must have existed in some form at the point in time. At the Benedictine abbey of Fleury (now Saint-Benoit-sur-Loire) they were recited by the Abbot and other abbey leaders in descending rank and then a gift was given to each member of the community. By the 8th century they were in use in the liturgical celebrations of  Rome. Their usage was so prevalent in monasteries that the phrases, “Keep your O” and “The Great O Antiphons” where common parlance (Catholic Educator’s Resource Center web site). Each one opens with an invocation and concludes with a supplication for the Savior’s coming. So by praying the “O”s, we ready our hearts to welcome Christ’s arrival. They all follow the same pattern—addressing Christ by one of the Messianic titles, then begging him to come.
	Sapientia (O Wisdom)
	Adonai (O Lord)
	Radix Jesse (O Root of Jesse)
	Clavis David (O Key of David)
	Oriens (O Rising Sun)
	Rex Gentium (O King of the Nations)
	Emmanuel
Writers have said that the Antiphons are arranged in the order we now have them because the Latin words, beginning with the Antiphon used on December 23 and working back, created an acrostic ERO CRAS, which means “Tomorrow I will come” or “Tomorrow I will be with you”.
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel is based on the O Antiphons.
III. Symbols & Traditions of Advent
Liturgical Colors
	Purple—royalty & penitence
	Blue—royalty, Mary, joy, hope
Advent Wreath
Gerry Bowler (The World Encyclopedia of Christmas) says that the Advent Wreath was invented by a German Lutheran pastor Johann Henrich Wichern. He had an orphanage and wanted to make the Christmas story more real for the children. Each night he would read to them and light a candle. He had a candle for each day on a wheel-shaped chandelier. We now have wreaths reduced both in size and number of candles.
	Wreath—ancient symbol of victory
	Circle—never-ending
	Greenery—everlasting life
Advent Candles
Christ is the light of the world. We light one, then two, then three, etc. This progressive action, the accumulation of light, reminds us of the ever closer approach of the Light of the World, both at Bethlehem and in glory at the end of the age. The liturgical colors are purple or blue. Often, the candle on the 3rd Sunday, Gaudete Sunday, is rose. When Advent was very penitential in nature, the change in color marked a lessening of penitence in anticipation of the coming Christmas joy. Gaudete means to rejoice.
Advent Calendars
Advent calendars first appeared in 19th century Germany and are made to be used from Dec. 1 to Christmas, regardless of the number of days in Advent. There is a little door/window for each day. When opened there may be candy, a scene, scripture, thought for the day, etc. They may be sacred or secular in focus.
Themes of Advent
While many churches have developed themes for each Sunday, there are no specific themes other than those of preparation for His coming—past, present, and future.
IV. Music of Advent
Advent music is filled with expectation and longing, a preparation for celebration. It has qualities of intense yearning and longing as well as joyful expectation.
Advent Lessons & Carols
This is a service of scripture readings and carol singing. The lessons are drawn from the Old Testament with one or two readings from the New Testament. They reinforce the message that the Messiah is coming. The music as well as the lessons should reflect Advent and a note of expectation rather than Christmas and a spirit of fulfillment.
In 1880, the Bishop of Truro, E.W. Benson (later Archbishop of Canterbury) prepared an Order of Worship for lessons and carols to be used on Christmas Eve. The ‘cathedral’ was a wooden shed. The purpose was quite humble—to keep the men out of the pubs on Christmas Eve! This service contained ‘nine tiny lessons and nine carols’; lessons were read by various officers in the church, starting with the chorister and ending with the Bishop.
In 1918 the Dean of King’s College Cambridge developed a service for Christmas Eve based somewhat on the 1880 Order of Service. Modified slightly the next year, the form has remained basically the same since. The carols change some from year to year. It always begins with a solo choir boy on the first verse of Once in Royal David’s City and always ends with Hark the Herald Angels Sing as the recessional. This service has been broadcast at 3:00 p.m. December 24 since 1927 or 1928 with 1930 being the only year not broadcast. NPR broadcasts it in the USA—if live, it would be 8:00 a.m. December 24 here in Idaho.
In 1934, the same Dean composed another service “A Procession With Carols Upon Advent Sunday” (1st Sunday of Advent). He wrote “In the old English liturgies, the Advent Offices made a preparation for the coming of our Lord to this earth far more vivid and eager than those of our present Prayer book...The purpose of the Service was ‘not to celebrate Christmas, but to expect it’ ”.
___________________________________

Parish Notices
This Coming Saturday: Hanging of the Greens
The annual Hanging of the Greens will take place on Saturday, December 9th at 9 am. This is more than merely decorating. It is an act of worship in itself, that helps us prepare our hearts for our Lord’s coming as we also prepare our worship space. There is plenty to be done, so please come if you are available. 

Next Week: Advent Lessons & Carols Service
One of the most delightful services of the year will occur Sunday, December 10th at 6:00 p.m.:  Advent Lessons & Carols. Refreshments will follow the service, both as hospitality for our visitors and for our own enjoyment. You are encouraged to bring a friend and your favorite cookies to share.

Next Week: Angel Tree Gifts Due Back
All gifts are due back at the church by December 8th so we have time to get them wrapped and prepared for our Angel Tree party. Thank you to all who participated this year!

Koelsch Christmas Market
We are assisting Koelsch Elementary in their Christmas market. Gently used (or new) items are requested as items the students can pick as gifts for loved ones. There is a small table in the Parish Hall where these gifts can be dropped off. Please do so by Sunday, 15 December.

Available now: 2025 Calendar and Lectionary Readings
The new church year begins with Advent on December 1st. The new Church Calendar and lectionary readings are available in the narthex. 

Advent Evening Prayers
Advent Evening Prayers start on Tuesday, December 3rd at 7 pm. Throughout the Advent season, we will have Tuesday and Thursday Evening Prayers as we prepare our hearts for the coming of our Lord. Please join us!


Capital Campaign for Furnishing Wesley House
and the New Parish Hall


	We have a new property, and now we need to furnish it for use and ministry!
	To help us to do that, the church board has authorized a campaign to raise money for the purchase of furniture, equipment, technology (including hardware, software, memberships and subscriptions), wall hangings and coverings, window coverings, floor coverings, signs, locks, decorations, dishware, utensils, kitchenware, lamps, tools, and whatever else.
	Already, money has been contributed for the purchase of chairs for the new parish hall, which makes a good start.
	You may contribute money simply by indicating “capital campaign” on your check in the offering plate.  If you wish to contribute furniture or other physical items, arrange for that with Pastor John.  Appropriate contribution receipts will be provided. And please be sure that these donations are above your regular tithe instead of replacing your tithe.




Some Thoughts on Advent…
We are not good at waiting. In 21st Century America, we want all of it, and we want it now. And thanks to smart phones and credit cards, we have come to expect instant gratification more than ever. Some things are worth waiting for, however. The birth of our Savior is one of those things. Israel waited for centuries. Today we also make an annual pilgrimage of sorts, waiting during the short season of Advent. But even that goes against our nature these days. Even many churches ignore Advent all together, choosing instead to focus early on Christmas. Advent also looks ahead to Christ’s return, and thus involves waiting in a two-fold sense, not merely a historical one, which means our waiting today is every bit as real as the waiting of the people of Israel. And our waiting is not a passive waiting, but rather an active, obedient waiting. That active obedience calls for vigilance in prayer and “faith working through love” (Galatians 5:6).

If all you knew of American society was based on department stores, you would likely assume that Christmas is a day or two after Halloween. That is what happens when Christmas is merely a break from work, with time spent with family opening gifts. That is also what happens when waiting has no intrinsic value. Both assumptions are false, which is why we need the season of Advent, now more than ever.
Advent is a season of both waiting and penitence (similar to Lent). We need the spiritual discipline of waiting in order to fully appreciate and experience the fulfillment of longing. Waiting also develops patience (a fruit of the Spirit). Having a season of penitence gives us time to become more aware of, and own, our sins. Awareness of sins should lead to remorse, confession, and an awareness of forgiveness. How much greater is the experience of that forgiveness after one has become fully aware of the depth of one’s rebellion against God. And experiencing that great forgiveness leads to gratitude and joy, which are key elements of worship, and perfectly suited to celebrating Christmas.

Coming Events at Epworth
		Today, 10:00 am		Word & Table Service
		Today, 11:40		Afterword (moderated discussion)
Tuesday, 3 DEC		Advent Evening Prayers (7:00)
Thursday, 5 DEC		Advent Evening Prayers (7:00)
Saturday, 7 DEC		Hanging of the Greens (1:30)
Sunday, 8 DEC		Lessons and Carols (6 pm)

December Birthdays & Anniversaries
            14 – Stan & Donna Crow

            

Sermon Notes






































Epworth Church Office Email
epworthchapel.office@gmail.com
All correspondence for the office should be sent to this email address.
Pastor Crow Contact Information
Healing prayer is provided every week upon request
Rev. John Crow, Rector and Pastor
208-501-4037
rector@epworthchapelonthegreen.org
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